Activation of macrophages.
The role of macrophages is essential in the development of a normal immune response. Not only are these cells involved in the initiation of this response by presenting antigens to lymphocytes and by producing Interleukin I, but they also participate in the various phenomena of cellular co-operation and regulation. It is also evident that macrophages can act as cytotoxic effector cells, especially against micro-organisms and tumor cells. This last function is restricted to activated macrophages. The aim of this review is to summarize our present knowledge concerning this "macrophage activation".